
Evansville Courier & Press - 07/25/2019

(c) 2018 Courier Press
August 27, 2019 4:05 pm (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

4600Division Street • Evansville, IN 866-754-3234 KennyKentChevy.com

*New 2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 4WD LT Crew Cab #95176 MSRP $51,735 Purchase with $9,311 Kenny Kent Savings and $4,689 GM Offers. Price includes
$1,295 GM Destination Charge. Does not include tax, title, license or $199 dealer fee. Savings off MSRP with approved credit. Vehicle available at time of produc-
tion. Tri-State’s number one Chevy Dealer - 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 new Chevy retail vehicle sales. APR in lieu of rebates. Purchase savings includes
Employee Discounts, Supplier Discounts, USAA and Military Rebates are not included in prices presented unless available to everyone through special GM offer.
Price with all applicable rebates assigned to Dealer. GM promotional APR in lieu of all GM offers. While vehicles are available - inventory current at the time of
media release. MSRP does not necessarily reflect the price actually paid by customers. Customer requested dealer installed additions extra. With approved
credit. See dealer for complete details. Options shown/Images for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offers expire July 31, 2019.

The Tri-State’s
#1 Volume Chevy Dealer

Butch Hancock Chris Byrley

“Bringing you a great new way
to experience your Chevrolet”to experience your Chevrolet”
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#95176 MSRP $51,735 Purchase with $9,311 Kenny Kent Savings and $4,689 GM Offers. Price includes 

Silverado #95176
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Things to do

The weekend offers music and events
nearby, including the county fair.
Inside, 6A

Puerto Rico says governor still there,
despite social media reports. 9A

Volume 175 | No. 200
Subscribe 800-288-3100
©2019 $2.50

Weather

High 83° ❚ Low 62°
Sunny and pleasant.
Forecast, 9B

WJHICC-01100s

LEXUS
EastonLloydExpressway

Tri-Stateareacall866-831-7169
www.KennyKentLexus.com • email: sales@kennykent.com

Warranty coveragebegins after the completion of the4year/50Kbase newvehiclewarranty providing amaximumbenefit
of up to6 years fromdate of first use and unlimitedmiles (balanceof the newcarwarranty +2 year/unlimitedmileage).
L/Certified vehicles purchased after the newvehiclewarranty receive2 years/unlimitedmileageL/CertifiedWarranty

coveragebeginning immediately upon vehicle purchase. Complimentary 2 year or 20,000miles (whichever comes first),
4 scheduledmaintenance services. Excludes tax, title, license and$199dealer fee.Must take delivery by July 31, 2019.

2019LexusGX4704x4
#1920937A,Gray, 8,229Mi., 1Owner..................

$47,9502013LexusRX350AWD
#1930435A,Black., 1Owner ...........................................

$18,450

2018LexusRX350AWD
#P16656,Caviar, 14,192Mi., 1Owner.......................

$43,950
2018LexusRX350
#P16740,White, 20,050Mi., 1Owner.....................

$42,950
2018LexusRX350
#P16755, Silver, 16,834Mi., 1Owner.........................

$42,995

2017LexusRX350F-SportAWD
#P16802, Silver, 24,535Mi., 1Owner......................

$43,450
2016LexusNX200tAWD
#P16832, Silver, 14,560Mi., 1Owner......................

$30,350
2016Lexus LS460AWD
#1930302A,Gray, 45,870Mi.....................................

$38,995

Non-Certified Lexus

UNLIMITED-MILEAGE
WARRANTYUP
TO6YEARS

METICULOUS
161-POINT
INSPECTION

24/7ROADSIDE
ASSISTANCEPLAN

L /CERTIF IED B Y L E X U S

RRANTYUP

ADSIDE
ASSISTANCEPLAN

2015LexusES350
#1930386A, Silver,
61,481Mi., 1Owner

$18,950

2015LexusES3502016LexusRX350AWD
#P16751, Black,

37,746Mi., 1Owner

$35,995
Non-Certified Lexus

2016LexusRX350AWD

Former special counsel Robert Mueller on Wednesday blunt-
ly dismissed President Donald Trump’s claims of total exoner-
ation in the federal probe of Russia’s 2016 election interference,
telling Congress he explicitly did not clear the president of ob-
structing his investigation. 

Trump’s GOP allies tried to cast the former special counsel
and his prosecutors as politically motivated.

Democrats sought to emphasize the most incendiary fi�nd-
ings of Mueller’s 448-page report and weaken Trump’s reelec-
tion prospects in ways Mueller’s book-length report did not. 

Yet Mueller seemed determined to remain outside the parti-
san fray and unwilling or unable to off�er crisp sound bites that
could reshape public opinions.

Former special counsel Robert Mueller, accompanied by Aaron Zebley, his top aide in the Russian election interference
investigation, is seated to testify before the House Intelligence Committee on Wednesday. ALEX BRANDON/AP

MUELLER TESTIFIES
Former special counsel tersely rejects Trump claims of exoneration, witch hunt 

Robert Mueller, left,
talks with aide Aaron
Zebley during a House
Judiciary Committee
hearing Wednesday.
SUSAN WALSH/AP

“We did not

reach a determi-

nation as to

whether the

president com-

mitted a crime.” 
Robert Mueller
Special counsel in the Russian
election interference inquiry

USA TODAY, Page 9A

The number of people experiencing
homelessness in the Evansville area
showed a year-over-year increase this
year, but those defi�ned as “chronical-
ly” homeless continued to fall.

Data released Wednesday showed
that during January’s annual Point-In-
Time count of homelessness for Van-
derburgh County, 477 people were
homeless, up from 427 and 428 the
previous two years.

Better news was found in the chron-
ically homeless count. There were 35
this year considered chronically
homeless, down 38 percent from 2018
and 67 percent from 2015, when the to-
tal topped 100.

Chronic homelessness is defi�ned by
the federal government as someone
who has experienced homelessness
for one year or longer or has experi-
enced four separate occurrences of
homelessness over the past three
years that total one year or more.

Offi�cials said the decline of chronic
homelessness is due to signifi�cant
long-term investment in permanent
supportive housing, including ECHO
Housing Corp. projects such as Gar-
fi�eld Commons and Garvin Lofts.

Those facilities off�er supportive
services for individuals with sub-
stance abuse or mental health needs,
said Executive Director Timothy Weir
of the homeless outreach organization 

Mixed
results in
homeless
count 
Chronic numbers down,
but more people overall

John T. Martin Evansville Courier & Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

A homeless camp on the North Side
of Evansville off First Avenue during
the homeless count in January.
MACABE BROWN / COURIER & PRESS

See HOMELESS, Page 3A

After a nearly two-hour water rescue
eff�ort Tuesday night that turned out to

be a false alarm, Vanderburgh County
residents took to social media to ex-
press their concern over logjams and
built-up debris on Pigeon Creek. 

Many said the creek is unsafe for rec-

reation activities and wondered who
was responsible for cleaning up excess
logs in the murky creek.

Water rescue prompts concerns over Pigeon Creek safety
Segann March Evansville Courier & Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

See SAFETY, Page 2A
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Customer service
To view important information online related to your subscription, visit
aboutyoursubscription.courierpress.com. You can also manage your
subscription at account.courierpress.com. Contact the Courier & Press
for questions or to report issues via email at
evansvillecourierpress@gannett.com or 1-844-900-7104. 

Operating hours are:
❚ Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 
❚ Saturday: 7:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. for technical support only 
❚ Sunday & holidays: 7:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

Full access subscriptions
Subscribe and save today by visiting courierpress.com/subscribe.
Subscriptions below are billed per month and include access to
courierpress.com, tablet and smartphone apps and the e-Edition, a
digital replica of the print edition.
❚ Delivery of the Monday through Sunday print editions: $64.99*
❚ Delivery of the Thursday through Sunday print editions: $34.00*
❚ Delivery of the Sunday print editions: $24.00*
*Plus applicable taxes

The TV book can be added to select print subscriptions for an additional
monthly charge. Contact Customer Service for additional details. 

Corrections and clarifications
Our goal is to promptly correct errors. Email us at accuracy@
courierpress.com to report a mistake or call 812-464-7516. Describe the

error, where you saw it, the date, page number, or the URL. 

Contact us
Customer Service ..........................................................................1-844-900-7104
Newsroom ..............................................................................................812-464-7516
Advertising .......................................................................................... 812-464-7678
Obituaries ........................................................................... 812-461-1200, option 2

Postal information
Courier & Press, USPS #180-560, is published Monday through Sunday at
300 E Walnut St., Evansville, IN 47713. Periodicals postage paid at
Evansville, IN 47713.
Postmaster: Send address changes to Customer Service, PO Box 94090,
Albuquerque, NM 87199-9940

EVANSVILLE, Ind. — An Evansville
man has been charged with three 
felonies and faces probation revoca-
tion after he reportedly violently at-
tacked a woman on a boat on the Ohio
River.

Dean Alexander Smith, 24, faces
charges of criminal confinement, bat-
tery with bodily injury and intimida-
tion.

This is what happened, according to
a news release from the Department of
Natural Resources:

Around 5 p.m. Friday, witnesses re-
ported seeing Smith — who was boat-
ing on the Ohio River near the River-
front Plaza — in an argument with a
female passenger. The dispute turned
physical with Smith picking the wom-
an up and throwing her down in the
boat, then forcing her head over the
boat toward the water and threatening
to kill her. 

Other boaters intervened and sep-
arated Smith and the woman. The
woman complained of arm pain but
declined medical attention. 

Law enforcement was notified of
the incident. Evansville Police and In-
diana Conservation Officers respon-
ded. Smith was arrested by conserva-
tion officers and booked into the Van-
derburgh County Jail, where he re-
mains on $100,000 bond.

The investigation is ongoing.

DNR: Fight on
Ohio River ends
in Evansville
man’s arrest
Abbey Doyle Evansville Courier & Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

The answer doesn’t appear to be a
simple one, though.

County officials say the responsibil-
ity is shared by a number of agencies,
municipalities and individual property
owners depending on the location. 

Billy Thorn, of Evansville, regularly
kayaks with his friends at Pigeon Creek
because of the tranquility. But as of late,
he doesn’t think it’s safe due to a large
logjam and other debris. 

“We still do go, but it is so danger-
ous,” Thorn said. “There are about two
areas where you physically have to get
out of your kayak, onto the logs and
back in your kayak... it takes a lot of
strength, adrenaline and nerve. We
would rather go to a safer place but
sometimes we chance it after high wa-
ter hoping it cleared them out. But
that’s never the case.”

So, what happened Tuesday?

Dispatch received a call about an
overturned kayak on Pigeon Creek near
Cardinal Drive and Stringtown Road
around 8 p.m. Tuesday. 

Michael Bradfield, 38, who reported
the incident, said he and his friend were
scared when they noticed the over-
turned kayak and quickly went over to
get a closer look. They couldn’t find
anyone, so they called the police to
check. 

“We looked around and didn’t see
anyone,” Bradfield said. “I thought they
had just flipped over and floated down-
stream. But then the more we thought
about it, the more we got worried.”

Officials said a few witnesses saw
someone slumped over near the water’s
banks, but those statements were un-

founded. Evansville Fire Division Chief
Mike Larson said two kayakers came
across the unoccupied kayak and re-
ported it to authorities. 

For nearly two hours, divers, rescue
boats and drones were used by various
agencies to look for the missing kayak-
ers. Once the debris was cleared, a rope
team pulled the kayak out of the water
to make sure no one was lodged under-
neath. 

At 9:16 p.m., Evansville resident
Noah Ashley posted on Facebook
claiming the kayak was his. Ashley said
he and his friend got stuck in a logjam
and abandoned the kayak. The Vander-
burgh County Sheriffs Office confirmed
the story with Ashley, and the search
was called off around 9:45 p.m.

Who’s responsible for log jams
and debris in Pigeon Creek? 

Bradfield said he wishes the City
would clear out the “ongoing” pileup of
trees at the Stringtown Bridge. He kay-
aks in Pigeon Creek frequently and said
the bridge is the most dangerous part
and keeps getting worse. 

However, the City of Evansville
doesn’t have sole ownership of Pigeon
Creek, according to Vanderburgh Coun-
ty Surveyer Jeff Mueller.

He said property owners on the
creek, the county and the US Army
Corps of Engineers also own individual
portions of Pigeon Creek. 

Cliff Weaver, director of Evansville-
Vanderburgh Emergency Management
Agency, said flooding hasn’t been an is-
sue with the creek this year. 

“It’s difficult to get a boat up and
down the creek like that if it’s full of
logs,” Weaver said. “It makes it more
complicated for public safety if it’s full.
It could affect things down the road,
and it is something that needs to be at-
tended to.”

Mueller said the County is only re-
sponsible for overseeing logjams issues
if they are against the pier(s) of a Coun-
ty bridge, stating, “If it’s blocked and up
against the bridge piers, then that
might be the county’s issue.” 

Tuesday night’s incident occurred
underneath and near the Stringtown
bridge. 

When asked what the County would
do about it if it was their responsibility,
Mueller said to call Commissioners or
County Engineer John Stoll for an-
swers. 

Calls to commissioners and Stoll
were not immediately returned. 

Navigating the water 

Weaver said all boaters should have
safety equipment and let someone
know where they are when boating. 

Vanderburgh County Sheriff Dave
Wedding said navigating Pigeon Creek
can be extremely dangerous for inexpe-
rienced boaters, kayakers and canoe
enthusiasts or those who cannot swim
well. 

“You can easily capsize a watercraft
and find yourself in trouble,” Wedding
said. “Pigeon Creek is a pretty murky
body of water with a lot of unknowns in
it, including debris and landscaping
particles from high water. You have
stuff floating everywhere. Take some-
one with you. You just never know
when you’re going to have an unusual
event.”

If a kayaker or boater capsizes on a
local body of water, they need to report
it to authorities immediately, Wedding
said. 

“It puts public safety in a precarious
situation,” he said. “Just let us know if
you had a boat mishap, where it’s locat-
ed, when you’re coming back for it and
if all parties involved are safe. That way,
those passing by won’t panic.”

Safety
Continued from Page 1A


