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60-year murder sentence stands

Hagan murder sentence not affected
by Court of Appeals’ double jeopardy
ruling. 3A

Acosta pressured: 2007 plea deal with
Epstein was sealed even from girls who
were allegedly abused. 7A
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went to the USI Children’s Learning
Center for help. Major Jason Ashworth
of the Sheriff’s Office said the child later
died.

The Vanderburgh County Coroner’s
Office was also called to the scene. An
autopsy was scheduled for Tuesday af-
ternoon. 

Ashworth said the child had been in
the car since “relatively early this morn-
ing.” The child was properly restrained
in a child safety seat

Wedding confirmed the child attend-
ed the Children’s Learning Center, and

A child died Tuesday after being left
in a car on the University of Southern
Indiana campus, according to the Van-
derburgh County Sheriff’s Office. 

The Sheriff’s Office received a call of
a medical emergency around 1:45 p.m.
Sheriff Dave Wedding said the child’s
father, who has not been publicly
named, was a USI employee.

The father found his son, described
as a young toddler, in the car at USI and

investigators believe the father left the
child in the car “accidentally for several
hours.” 

USI President Ron Rochon released a
statement to staff, students and retirees
as well as media.

“As a parent and the president of the
University of Southern Indiana, I am
deeply saddened to inform you of the
tragic death of a young child as a result
of being left in a parked car on our cam-
pus. We are supporting the work of the 

Child left in hot car dies
Tori Fater and Mark Wilson
Evansville Courier & Press | USA TODAY NETWORK

See CHILD, Page 11A

Members of the Vanderburgh County
Sheriff Office, at the University of
Southern Indiana’s Children’s Learning
Center, investigate the death of a child
Tuesday. MIKE LAWRENCE / COURIER & PRESS

and friends. After waiting an hour, only
one person showed up. Adams — who
has Asperger syndrome — took the key
back to the office. 

“It was tough to do,” Adams said. “I
went to return the key because I wasn’t
going to rent a cabin for just me and an-
other person.”

Asperger syndrome is a high-func-
tioning condition on the autism spec-
trum.

Burdette Park administrators were

The last few weeks have been tough
for Dalton Adams.

He discovered his grandmother’s
cancer is terminal and only one friend
showed up to his birthday party at Bur-
dette Park last week.

The New Tech Institute student rent-
ed a Burdette Park cabin July 1 to cele-
brate his 18th birthday with co-workers

saddened to hear hardly anyone
showed up to the party, so they decid-
ed to throw Adams another one and in-
vited the entire park staff. 

Zachary Wathen, assistant director
of Burdette Park, called Adam’s moth-
er Kris a few days later to see if there
was something they could do for Dal-
ton. 

“I’ve been 18 and been through a 

Second birthday bash
was a hit for Dalton

Dalton Adams blows out candles during his 18th birthday party thrown by Burdette Park staff Monday. The park decided
to throw Adams a second party after only one person showed for his original party July 1. MACABE BROWN / COURIER & PRESS

Burdette Park staff makes up for only one person showing up for original party
Segann March Evansville Courier & Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

See DALTON, Page 11A

The family of the child who fell into
a well on July 4 celebrated a happy
ending to a terrifying situation with
the first responders who made the res-
cue.

“It seemed like time stopped,” dad
Daniel Hassebrock said of the 90 min-
utes his 5-year-old son, Leo, was at the
bottom of the 30-foot pipe. “It was very
scary.”

On Tuesday, the Fire Department
presented the Hassebrocks with the
swing seat used to save their youngest
family member. Daniel Hassebrock
held the seat for Leo to see, then lifted
the boy up when Leo sat in the seat to
demonstrate his rescue.

1st responders
celebrate
child’s rescue
from well
Tori Fater Evansville Courier & Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Sisters June Hassebrock, left, and
Cherish Hassebrock play with Leo
Hassebrock on the swing seat that
was used to remove him from a well
that he fell down nearly 30 feet on
July 4. MACABE BROWN / COURIER & PRESS

See WELL RESCUE, Page 11A
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Dalton Adams smiles as he opens gifts during his 18th birthday party that was thrown by Burdette Park staff Monday.

Dalton Adams, right, introduces his grandmother to the staff of Burdette Park 
that threw him an 18th birthday party Monday.

Leo Hassebrock, center, gives Firefighter Brett DeVault a high-five during a 
press conference at EFD Fire Station No. 1 on Tuesday. Hassebrock was rescued 
after falling nearly 30 feet down a pipe on Thursday, macabe brown / courier & press

Dalton
Continued from Page 1A

time where I didn’t have a lot of friends,” 
Wathen said. “It didn’t sit well with me 
or some of the park’s staff. If it’s one 
thing that we’ve got... it’s teenagers and 
most of the teenagers were really recep­
tive about coming out.”

More than 45 Burdette Park life­
guards, housekeepers, grounds crew­
men, concession workers and adminis­
trators came out to support Adams on 
Monday night. Laughter and pop music 
filled the room as teenagers played the 
“Apples to Apples” card game and en­
joyed birthday cake.

Housekeeper Mallory Singer, 16, said 
she wanted to do something as soon as 
she heard about Adam’s dilemma last 
week. She brought a two-liter, brownie 
cake, games and utensils. Singer is a 
student at Mount Vernon High School.

“No one should have an 18th birthday 
where no one shows up,” Singer said. 
“That is horrible, so I had to make sure 
people showed up for him the second 
time around. I think he’s really happy. I 
really hope he remembers this and re­
members people are there for him. “ 

Dalton said he never “expected 
something this big to come out of the 
situation.”

His smile got brighter when he saw 
more people arriving.

“If they all showed up to this, that 
means they’re probably good people,” 
Adams said. “I appreciate what all 
they’ve done for me. I’m absolutely as­
tounded by this. I came here and was 
like ‘Wow, I have this big cabin all to my­
self.’ Then when the time started com­
ing around and everybody showed up, I 
was shocked.”

Kris Adams said Burdette’s call to her 
came around the same time she found 
out her mother, Trisha Davenport, was 
out of remission and only had a few 
more months to live. She said the party 
is a good thing for Dalton.

“He’s very impressed that people 
would do this for him and it came at a 
good time when he was sad about his 
grandmother,” she said. “We just lost his 
grandfather a year ago to pancreatic 
cancer. Dalton is funny, smart and dif­
ferent, and a lot of people don’t know 
how to take that.”

Davenport has been feeling ill lately, 
but wouldn’t miss her grandson’s party.

“Dalton said he wanted to have me 
there and didn’t want me to come if I 
was hurting too bad,” she said. “And I 
came. He’s always been a wonderful kid 
with a lot of health problems. From day 
one, he’s been awfully special to us. Be­
cause of his disability, it’s been hard for 
him to make friends or keep them be­
cause they move away.”

Well rescue
Continued from Page 1A

“He was down that hole for an hour 
and a half,” Hassebrock told reporters. 
“It doesn’t seem like long, but when 
you’re lying on the ground (looking) 
down a little hole, you feel helpless. It’s a 
long time.”

Mom Dianna Hassebrock was able to 
stay close to the pipe while emergency 
crews worked to rescue the boy, giving 
her son directions to help the crews’ ef­
forts. She tried to keep Leo — and her­
self — calm during the rescue, she said, 
knowing that was essential to keeping 
the 5-year-old boy safe.

“I knew if he panicked, we’re not gon­
na get anywhere,” Dianna Hassebrock 
said.

Leo, wearing a red firefighter hat, 
clung to his mother through most of the 
news conference. The 5-year-old 
walked down the line of firefighters at 
the end to high-five the crew who 
helped rescue him.

The 5-year-old fell nearly 30 feet into 
a pipe Thursday night on the West Side.

Child
Continued from Page 1A

Vanderburgh County Sheriff’s Depart­
ment in their investigation and thank 
USI Public Safety for their immediate 
response and that of the wonderful staff 
of the Children’s Learning Center who 
provided aid.”

He said the Children’s Learning Cen­
ter will be closed Wednesday and will 
assess to see if it will be open later in the 
week.

“We understand this will be inconve­
nient for parents who need childcare, 
but our thoughts right now are in sup­
porting the individuals who are deeply

PHOTOS BY MACABE BROWN / COURIER & PRESS

“He’s always been a wonderful kid_____
From day one, he’s been awfully 
special to us.”

Trisha Davenport

Jamie Mitchell, bookkeeper for Bur­
dette Park, wanted Adams to leave Bur­
dette Park with new friends.

“Everyone should feel like they have a 
friend and for him to feel like he didn’t — 
this was the perfect place for him to 
land,” she said. “Burdette Park is all 
about family and community. We want­
ed to invite him into our lives and just 
show him he’s a part of something. We 
definitely wanted to bring in people his 
age and have them connect. “

Dalton’s favorite part about his birth­
day was having his grandmother there 
and meeting new people.

“It touches my heart that my grand­
ma showed up because she hasn’t been 
doing well recently,” Adams said. “She 
said she probably wouldn’t be able to 
come but I’m so glad she’s here.”

affected by this tragedy and will need 
some time to process their grief to best 
support the children in their care,” the 
statement read. “We will provide up­
dates to parents on when the CLC will 
reopen as soon as possible.

“Our deepest condolences go out to 
the family of this young child. This is a 
loss no parent should bear. If you have a 
child in your life, please hug them tight 
and remember that counseling services 
are available if you need them.”

The investigation into the boy’s 
death is ongoing. His cause of death has 
not been officially determined, though 
the Sheriff’s Office believes heat was a 
factor.

The high temperature for Evansville 
on Tuesday was 92 degrees, according

to weather.com.
Temperatures can rise quickly inside 

a vehicle parked in the sun. The Mayo 
Clinic reports a car could heat as much 
as 20 degrees in only 10 minutes.

“Unfortunately, this isn’t the only 
case like this,” Ashworth said. “It may 
not be the last.”

Last year, 52 children in the U.S. died 
of heat-related illnesses after being left 
in a hot vehicle.

The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration advises parents to make 
a habit of checking the front and back 
seats of a vehicle every time they get out 
and before locking the doors. Bystand­
ers are told to call 911 right away if they 
see a child inside a car who is not re­
sponding or seems distressed.

According to Evansville Fire Depart­
ment, the boy was with a group of peo­
ple watching Fourth of July fireworks 
from the parking lot of One Life Church 
near Indiana Street and Sixth Avenue 
when he fell.

Emergency crews were eventually 
able to rescue the boy by lowering a seat 
from a swing set into the pipe and in­
structing the boy to straddle it while 
they pulled him up.

Evansville Firefighter Lucas Macke 
came up with the idea to use the swing 
seat to get Leo out of the well. EPD offi­
cers went to the nearest park, off of Ful­
ton Avenue, and grabbed one. The first 
responders signed the seat after the 
news conference Tuesday.

It’s not clear whether or not the well 
was covered that night, firefighters say. 
A new cover was placed over the open­
ing the next day and welded shut.

“You can have the greatest plan 
drawn up, (but) if you don’t have guys 
who can execute it and make it happen, 
it’s not worth the paper you drew it up 
on,” Macke said.

“We have guys who can do that, and 
I’m just blessed to be a part of this 
team.”

Children at the daycare center were 
moved to another location during the in­
vestigation. Parents were notified and 
asked to pick up their children from an­
other location on campus.

Evansville Police are investigating a 
separate case for possible child endan- 
germent after a woman reportedly left 
three children inside a vehicle in 91-de- 
gree weather. Police reported the win­
dows were rolled up and the vehicle was 
not running, though the doors were un­
locked.

A witness heard children calling for 
help from the vehicle Friday afternoon 
and called 911. City police and Child Pro­
tective Services are investigating the 
case, but no one had been charged or 
cited as of this week.


