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3800 HWY 62 E., MT.VERNON,IN
(812 ) 405-1361

www.MoreFords4Less.com

*Photo for illustrative purposes, may not reflect vehicles model, color, or appearance. Price excludes tax, title, license, $200 doc fee, and destination. Price includes factory incentives. Restrictions and eligibility requirements apply. *Demo vehicle. See dealer for details.
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#J6585FL(Black)-Auto,A/C,PowerWindows,Power
Locks,Tilt,Cruise,BackupCamera,Sync,17”AlloyWheels,

RemoteKeylessEntry,andmore!

#J7221F(White)-Auto,Ecoboost,DualZoneAutoTemp.Control,LeatherHeatedPower
Seats,SmartChargingUSBPort,VoiceActivatedNavigation,PanoramicVistaRoof,Power
Liftgate,LEDLamps,Sirius,Syncw/TouchScreen,BackupCamera,KeylessEntry,and

muchmore!

MSRP $32,075

BACK UP
CAMERA!

LOADED
LOADED
LOADED!

PANODRAMIC
VISTA ROOF

FRIDAY, AUGUST 30, 2019 ❚ COURIERPRESS.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Dog painting fetches $11,000

Iconic work by Fred Eilers had hung at
now-closed Kennel Club for decades.
Inside, 3A

Trump withdrawing more than 5,000
troops from Afghanistan as peace 
talks with the Taliban advance. 7A
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Weather

High 87° ❚ Low 68°
Chance of showers.
Forecast, 8B
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The 14-year-old student forcibly ar-
rested by Evansville Police after leav-
ing the back of a school bus Aug. 8 is no
longer facing felony or misdemeanor
charges, according to his attorney,
Tanisha Carothers. 

Last week, Carothers told the Couri-
er & Press the juvenile was facing a fel-
ony charge of battery of a public safety
official and misdemeanor counts of re-
sisting arrest and disorderly conduct.
Thursday morning, she said the Van-
derburgh County Prosecutor’s Office
decided not to pursue charges.

A spokeswoman for the prosecu-
tor’s office said she could not comment
on the case because a juvenile is in-
volved. 

Carothers said the decision is “fair
and just.”

“There’s a difference between 

Attorney:
Student
won’t be
charged 
Boy was forcibly arrested
for leaving back of bus

Segann March
Evansville Courier & Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Camera still of Evansville Police using
force on a 14-year-old. PROVIDED

See STUDENT, Page 5A

Amid a dramatic upswing in youth
vaping and a mystery respiratory illness
linked to vaping that has sickened more
than 200 nationwide and at least 24 in
Indiana, Gov. Eric Holcomb and state
health officials Thursday announced a
three-pronged campaign to attack the
problem.

The state will attempt to raise aware-
ness of the risks associated with smok-
ing in a $2.1 million social media aware-
ness campaign, “What’s Beyond the
Haze.”

The plan also entails encouraging
teens to join the Truth Initiative’s
#DitchJuul text-to-quit program, which
sends texts urging people to give up the
habit. In addition, state health and edu-
cation officials will develop a toolkit of
educational materials on vaping for stu-
dents, parents, and educators. 

“We know we have our work cut out
for us as vaping continues to grow,” Hol-
comb said. “This will be a real blitz,

making sure we’re reaching out to every
corner of the state.”

Vaping is taking a toll on young peo-
ple.

In recent weeks, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention has an-
nounced that vaping has been linked to
a severe lung disease that has landed
several people in the hospital and
caused at least one death. 

In Indiana most of the 24 people who
have developed this condition to date
are ages 16 to 29, state health officials
said. Four are under age 18.

Holcomb: ‘Real blitz’ to combat rise in teen vaping 
State sets three-pronged
campaign to curb use

Shari Rudavsky
Indianapolis Star
USA TODAY NETWORK

Gov. Eric Holcomb gives a talk at
Fishers High School on Thursday about
vaping. ROBERT SCHEER/INDYSTAR See VAPING, Page 5A

Generations of local residents have
enjoyed the existing Downtown YMCA,
but the new version is full of advances
that leave the old one in the dust, offi-
cials say.

The Ascension St. Vincent YMCA, 516
Court St., has an opening ceremony at 3
p.m. Sept. 5, and an open house for the
public will follow at 4 p.m.

What you need to know about the
new $18.1 million facility, which was
built with funds from private sources
and from Indiana’s Regional Cities pro-
gram:

New and better equipment,
spaces

It’s not much larger than the current

Downtown YMCA, but the new facility
uses spaces more efficiently across its
two stories.

The swimming pool is 25 yards long
and 6 lanes wide. It has diving blocks,
courts for water basketball and can fa-
cilitate water polo. It’s an infinity pool,

where water flows to the edge.
The gymnasium has space for three

side-to-side basketball courts, three
volleyball courts and five pickleball
courts.

Locker rooms are on the first floor,
and there are four “family” changing
rooms.

A flat, three-lane running and walk-
ing track circles above the gym floor. It
flows into the wellness area, which is
about the same size as that of the Du-
nigan YMCA.

The wellness area has several newly
purchased pieces of workout equip-
ment, as well as some brought from
the old facility.

Improved spots 
for fitness classes

The second floor has rooms devoted
to popular programs such as cycling,
hot yoga and boxing. There also are
large multi-purpose exercise 

Take a look: Evansville’s
new St. Vincent YMCA

The new Ascension St. Vincent YMCA features a six-lane infinity pool that is 25 yards long. The facility will have an
opening ceremony at 3 p.m. on Sept. 5. PHOTOS BY SAM OWENS / COURIER & PRESS

$18 million facility will
open to public on Sept. 5

John T. Martin
Evansville Courier & Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

The cycling studio located on the
second floor of the new Ascension St.
Vincent YMCA building features new
Keiser indoor cycling equipment.

See YMCA, Page 5A
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classrooms.
The hot yoga studio accommodates

about 25 people, and “we’re hoping to
eliminate the pass system,” said Crystal
Paroyan, branch director.

YMCA officials also are excited about
the expanded boxing studio, which at
the old Downtown facility was a
cramped former racquetball court.

Child and youth programming

The new YMCA’s Child Watch center,
for ages 6 months to 6 years, has a large
play structure and lots of other equip-
ment. For children 6 years and up,
there’s a spacious area with a Lego sta-
tion, gaming, ping pong, foosball and air
hockey.

Paroyan said the YMCA is excited
about its new science, engineering,
technology and math area, with robot-
ics, 3D printers and more. It’s a Toyota
Indiana-sponsored room, with equip-
ment donated by Mattingly Charities.

“It’s about getting kids active and en-
gaged in a whole new way,” Paroyan
said.

Also on the ground floor is a teaching
kitchen, which YMCA officials say will
be used across a variety of programs to
promote healthy lifestyles.

Ascension St. Vincent partnership

Besides offering everything a tradi-
tional YMCA has, officials said the new
facility provides added dimensions
through the partnership with Ascension
St. Vincent.

The health care provider made a sub-
stantial donation to the construction,
and it occupies 10,000 feet of the build-
ing.

Ascension St. Vincent has a primary
care facility that will start seeing pa-
tients Sept. 9. 

Located on the first floor just off the
main entrance, the clinic will initially
have a nurse practitioner only, but a
physician also is expected to join the
staff.

The clinic has eight examination
rooms and a treatment room. Specialty
physicians will work in the facility on a
rotating basis.

“Anything our specialists do in their
home offices, they can do here,” said Jim
Maloney, director of Physician Opera-
tions for Ascension Medical Group.

Ascension St. Vincent’s space on the
top floor has physical therapy services,

easily accessible from the YMCA’s well-
ness center. Medical facilities in the
building are available to any YMCA
members who suffer an injury.

Among the programs offered jointly
by Ascension St. Vincent and YMCA is a
boxing class for people with Parkinson’s
Disease.

“We don’t want to be tenants in the
building, we want to work together,”
said J.D. Stock, manager of Rehabilita-
tive Services for Ascension St. Vincent.

The whole building is accessible for
people with disabilities. YMCA officials
say accessibility was a major factor in
deciding to build a new Downtown facil-
ity instead of renovating the old one.

What about old Downtown YMCA?

A developer still plans to construct
affordable housing units in the Shopbell
portion of the old YMCA, which dates to
1913. Financing for that project has not
closed, and its timeline is uncertain,
YMCA officials said.

No other decisions have been
reached about the old YMCA’s future.

“We have to decide what we’re going
to do,” said Jonathan Pope, who arrived
in May as president and CEO of the
YMCA of Southwestern Indiana. “We
have a task force we assembled, some
board members and community folks.

We are evaluating ideas and various
options. We haven’t made any recom-
mendations to our board, but every-
thing is on the table.”

The old YMCA’s swimming pool and
other facilities are still usable but cost-
ly to maintain, Pope said.

“We don’t want to have to maintain
two buildings, if someone were inter-
ested in partnering who had a need for
a pool, we could consider what that
would look like,” Pope said.

Pope, a Daytona Beach, Florida, na-
tive, spent many years in Michigan be-
fore coming to Evansville. In his most
recent job, he managed three YMCA
facilities in Grand Rapids, including
one in the city’s downtown.

He said a key reason he took the Ev-
ansville position was the visible in-
vestment in Downtown by the YMCA
and others.

“We are in an environment where
we have a population of people, espe-
cially in our Downtown footprint, who
have limited access to health care and
live in environments where they can’t
access high quality, nutritional foods,”
Pope said. “Exercise is not something
that is commonplace in their homes.
Those social determinants dictate
their overall quality of health. We are
poised to make an impact on that
through signature programs.”

YMCA
Continued from Page 1A

A construction worker touches up the paint on the banisters surrounding the
track that overlooks the gymnasium inside the new Ascension St. Vincent
YMCA building in Evansville on Thursday. SAM OWENS/ COURIER & PRESS

resisting and seeking clarity,” Carothers
said. “While some of his comments ob-
viously may be offensive, they are not to
the level that would constitute resisting.
Again, it may be a little offensive to the
police station, to the police department,
and we can understand that. However,
at no point did he threaten them, and at
no point did he ever say he would harm
them or anyone close to them.”

While formal charges were dropped,
the juvenile was expelled from AIS-Dia-
mond, Carothers said. She said the two
boys involved in the actual fight on the
bus did not receive any charges or repri-
mands from the Evansville Vander-
burgh School Corp. 

EVSC spokesman Jason Woebken-
berg said the district could not legally
comment on the incident or confirm
whether the student received disciplin-
ary action or what discipline may have
been given to other students.

Carothers says the juvenile is still
“traumatized” by the situation and is
seeking therapy. She said she hopes the
incident sparks a community conversa-
tion. 

What exactly happened Aug. 8? 

Multiple videos — filmed by students
inside the bus and bodycam footage re-
leased by the Evansville Police Depart-
ment — surfaced on Facebook on Aug 9,
showing three officers arresting the ju-
venile shortly after a fight broke out be-
tween two other students on the bus
near Gum and Southeast Eighth streets.

According to the 911 call released to
the Courier & Press, the bus driver called
the school’s transportation office which
then called police.

When police arrived, they “lawfully
detained” all AIS-Diamond students on
the bus while they investigated the
fight, according to police Sgt. Jason Cul-
lum. Police say the juvenile used the
emergency exit to leave the EVSC bus
and was verbally aggressive toward offi-
cers on the scene. 

Carothers said her client wanted to

avoid police interaction altogether and
complied with the officers’ orders to get
back on the bus. She said the juvenile
was not involved in the fight and was
taken to the ground as he was making
his way back toward the bus door. 

“In today’s world — the video is a lit-
tle hard to watch, especially when we
have so many acts of violence that are
not being met with that level of aggres-
sion,” Carothers said. “I mean we have
how many mass shootings right now
where shooters have been simply
walked out in handcuffs and treated to
Burger King? This is versus an unarmed
14-year-old, not involved in a fight and
who’s being rowdy at best.”

Videos recorded inside the bus show
three officers struggling to arrest the
teenager. The videos show a female offi-
cer repeatedly striking the boy in the
back. 

“There were no safety concerns,” Ca-
rothers said. “So the amount of force
that was used on an unarmed teenager
is just alarming and the amount of force
that was used because he was being ver-
bally aggressive. I don’t know if that
constitutes being hit in the back five
times by the officer. You know, at one
point he says, ‘I can’t breathe.’ He has
asthma.”

Police say they are standing by the
actions of the arresting officers as nec-
essary and said the motion used on the
minor was an “empty-hand hit to the su-
prascapular nerve cluster,” a technique
taught to officers as a means of subdu-
ing a person who resists arrest.

The Courier & Press asked Evansville
police to explain their tactics when han-
dling minors. Cullum said there is no
separate training for handling minors
when it comes to defensive tactics. 

Carothers said police painted the ju-
venile as an instigator in the fight on a
social media post. 

“We know that Subject #1 (juvenile
arrested) played a role in encouraging
the violence and physically pushed a
student back into the fight,” EPD’s
Facebook post read. “While Subject #1
did not throw any punches, he was di-
rectly involved in the incident and his
lawful detainment by police was a nec-
essary step in the investigation.”

Carothers said EPD has not released
all bodycam footage of the incident
and said one video shows officers
cursing at the children on the bus and
taunting them by calling them “ele-
mentary children.”

Police did not respond to several at-
tempts to comment on those claims.

The Courier & Press requested all
bodycam footage from the incident
Wednesday and personnel files of offi-
cers present during the interaction
and haven’t yet received the files or the
footage beyond what was released on
social media by police.

Carothers questioned the EVSC’s
transportation policies and the police
department’s policies when interact-
ing with children. She said the situa-
tion could have been easily avoided
had there been better communication
between officers and the juvenile. 

“In the legal field, we talk about
‘mens rea’ or having the mental capac-
ity of understanding what’s going on,”
she said. “At the beginning of the alter-
cation, I don’t think he had the mens
rea to understand what was going on.
And by the time he did, the situation
was high intensity. It could have easily
been avoided with some proper com-
munication.”

Community response

The Rev. William Payne, a commu-
nity activist and minister of justice at
Memorial Baptist Church, is hosting a
public forum Sept. 3 to address polic-
ing in the community and ways to
bridge the gap. The event will take
place 6-8 p.m. at the C.K. Newsome
Community Center, 100 E. Walnut St. 

Last week, Evansville NAACP Presi-
dent Rev. Gerald Arnold said the chap-
ter is still investigating the incident
and questioning various police depart-
ment and EVSC policies. 

Student
Continued from Page 1A

“The amount of force that

was used on an unarmed

teenager is just alarming.”
Tanisha Carothers
attorney for 14-year-old boy arrested

Although many of those who have
fallen ill reported vaping THC, the in-
gredient in cannabis that produces a
high, CDC officials have said that no
product has been conclusively linked
to the illness. The news comes as more
teens appear to be developing a vaping
habit.

A 2018 Indiana State Department of
Health survey found that in the past
six years, e-cigarette use soared by
387% among high school students and
almost as much among middle
schools. Nearly 20% of all high school
students and more than 5% of middle
school students currently vape.

Almost 35,000 more teens vaped in
2018 than in 2016, the study found.

“Vaping has put nearly 35,000
young people in harm’s way,” said
State Health Commissioner Kris Box.
“Our job is to keep our kids out of
harm’s way.”

While many in the public health
field point to social media marketing
campaigns and candy- or fruit-fla-
vored e-cigarettes as signs that the in-
dustry has targeted youth, makers of
e-cigarettes contest that assertion.

Thursday Juul, an industry leader,
announced a new effort to keep its
products out of the hands of those un-
der the legal age to buy tobacco.

Retailers must now scan and verify
that a customer purchasing a Juul has
legal identification to do so before that
sale goes through. Customers are now
also limited in the amount of product
that they can buy at one time in an at-
tempt to curtail resales to minors.

“Youth use of vapor products is det-
rimental to JUUL Labs’ mission, and to
our business,” the company said in a
news release.

Juul also advocates to raise the legal
age to buy tobacco to 21, something
that a number of states and municipal-
ities have done. Indiana Sen. Todd
Young has introduced legislation that
would raise the age on a national level.

Holcomb, who supports Young’s
proposal, said that he has been having
discussions with his colleagues in the
legislature as to whether it makes
sense for Indiana to raise the legal age
now.

Other states also have been more
proactive when it comes to increasing
tobacco taxes, which studies suggest
deter youth from smoking. Although
measures have been proposed that
would raise Indiana’s tax on cigarettes,
the effort so far has gone nowhere. 

Indiana also has failed to meet fed-
eral recommendations on spending for
tobacco prevention programs.

But Box said she did not believe a
lack of funding contributed to the rise
of interest in youth vaping. Several
states with better funded tobacco con-
trol efforts have seen similar trends,
she noted, with teen e-cigarette use
ramping up rapidly.

“We got caught behind the eight ball
on this situation,” she said.

While this effort focuses on youth
tobacco use, the state has other initia-
tives aimed at encouraging adults to
quit.

Last month Box announced smok-
ing cessation products would now be
available without a prescription to
help those who smoke quit. Smokers
on the Healthy Indiana Plan pay a sur-
charge for their habit.

The simplest way to intervene,
however, is likely with youth. Statis-
tics show that more than 80% of peo-
ple who smoke today started before
the age of 18.

“It becomes harder and harder to
stop, so the best thing we can do is
make sure that they never start,” Hol-
comb said.

Contact IndyStar reporter Shari Ru-
davsky at 317-444-6354 or shari.ru-
davsky@indystar.com. Follow her on
Facebook and on Twitter: @srudavsky.

Vaping
Continued from Page 1A

Students watch a talk about vaping
by Gov. Eric Holcomb at Fishers High
School on Thursday. ROBERTSCHEER


